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Although the PtolemaRan system was a wrong one,
yet even from its eccentric point of view, laws were
discovered determining the true movements of the
heavenly bodies. The conviction that there remains
something unexplained is sure to lead to the dis-
covery of our error. There can be no error in nature;
the error must be with us. This conviction lived in
the heart of Aristotle when, in spite of his imperfect
knowledge of nature, he declared e that there is in
nature nothing interpolated or without connection,
as in a bad tragedy;' and from his time forward
every new fact and every new system have confirmed
his faith.

The object of classification is clear* We under-
stand things if we can comprehend them; that is to
HMV, if we can grasp and hold together single facts,
connect isolated impressions, distinguish between
what is essential and what is merely accidental, and
thus predicate the general of the individual, and
class the individual under the general. This is the
secret of all scientific knowledge. Many sciences,
while passing through this second or classificatory
stage, assume the title of comparative. When the
anatomist has finished the dissection of numerous
bodies, when he has given names to every organ, and
discovered the distinctive functions of each, he is led
to perceive similarity where at first he saw dissimi-
larity only. He discovers in the lower animals rudi-
mentary indications of the more perfect organisation
of the higher; and he becomes impressed with the
conviction that there is in the animal kingdom the
same order and purpose which pervades the endless
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